Caption: Geoff Palmer outlines his vision for Staffordshire IT companies 

Staffordshire IT experts relish ‘collective strength’

High-tech companies throughout Staffordshire are reaping the rewards of their collective strength a year after a pioneering bid to establish the county as a respected ‘IT cluster’ was launched. Plans to reinforce the message about advantages of joining Staffordshire’s branch of the West Midlands IT Association are now under way as it approaches its first birthday and seeks new members. 

Business support companies, web designers, marketing and networking experts have all joined the innovative body, which aims to put Staffordshire expertise on the map. Larger companies helping shape the association are Wheaton Aston-based Blue Anvil and Premier PC of Stoke. Smaller companies, including Great Wyrley-based data storage experts DataSave and Stafford’ web developers Foxford Services have also provided a vital voice in the group’s activities so far. Staffordshire WMita branch chairman Geoff Palmer paid tribute to the ‘vision’ of the current members and said the time was right to look forward to another influx of companies. He said: “You could call our current members pioneers and as we move into our second year, their views have been crucial in helping determine the direction of the association.” The 30 existing member firms of the Staffordshire branch have been able to pass work between each other and win more work from outside companies and organisations. New leads for business are posted on the association’s website at www.wmita.co.uk each week and members have also identified frequent networking opportunities as a major advantage.  

Exciting moves for member companies to win more contracts through funding supplied by Advantage West Midlands have also recently been unveiled as well as a chance to use free meeting facilities. Latest plans to further benefit members and move the association forward will be discussed at its annual meeting to be held at Staffordshire University on June 16. 

Mr Palmer, of Stoke-based IT and human resources consultants MPCG said: “Our major achievement over the last 12 months has been to build the membership up from two companies to 30, with interest from many other businesses. “Our members are all types of IT companies from network and PC support to senior consultants but also including allied services like accounting, marketing and PR,” he said. “There is great potential for all sorts of companies who want to do business with the IT sector to gain new customers.” Mr Palmer added that the association had had to prove its worth to attract members by demonstrating ‘business advantage’ and plans to strengthen this message were under way. Looking to the future, he said that the main challenge was to recruit more members before a grant from AWM to WMita finishes at the end of 2005. “We have to enroll enough members for the organisation to be sustainable from its activities, we need to understand the requirements of businesses joining WMita and focus on providing an even better service and so grow our status.  

“One very important step is that we are looking at ways of working together in groups of companies to bid for higher value work and we are building on more involvement of local branch members in the central steering of WMita. ”We have made an excellent start in bringing together a disparate group of organisations under the banner of WMita. The membership now stands in excess of 200 companies and is growing. “The WMita quality mark is now beginning to gain recognition and more and more of our members are putting themselves forward for accreditation.

•
Mr Palmer appealed for any would-be members of WMita in Staffordshire to go to www.wmita.co.uk or to contact him on geoff.palmer@wmita.co.uk or 01782 403311 for more information. 

