Staffordshire IT Cluster unveils vision

A Staffordshire IT “cluster” could revolutionise the fortunes of hi-tech firms across the county, company bosses and key business figures have been told.

Around 60 representatives from IT companies attended the launch of the West Midlands IT Association last month at Staffordshire University’s School of Computing.

The aim of the group is to support the growth and development of a regional cluster of IT firms. Representatives from development agency Advantage West Midlands, and North and South Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce, which are backing the initiative, were also at the launch.

Around £850,000 of funding has been invested in the association by AWM, and it is now launching a membership drive.

The chairman of the Staffordshire branch of WMita Geoff Palmer said the association's main aim was to generate more business for small and medium size IT companies across the county.

“The WMita can revolutionise the way we do business,” he said.

“We will support IT companies through networking, training, and public and trade events to promote the industry to local, national and regional clients. 

“We will also strengthen the IT industry and ensure that it remains in the forefront of Information Technology.”

Founder member Miles Flanagan said after the launch that they had been delighted by the turn-out. Feedback had been very positive, he said.

The WMita is now seeking 250 new members across the region in 2003. It also aims to hold 10 events, 10 training activities, and 10 “demand generating events.”

Miles said: “We offer a variety of activities around networking, marketing, training and other activities designed to meet the needs of ICT businesses and their customers. 

"We are going to promote the expertise in this area, building on an already thriving IT industry, promoting that expertise to the widest possible audience and encouraging more take up of the IT training facilities and services offered in Staffordshire."

Further information on WMita is available from Mr Flanagan on 07971 125640 or by email at miles@milestoneuk.co.uk. Check out www.wmita.co.uk for latest news.
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