Shropshire IT experts urged to support bid to establish ‘cluster’ and boost business

A group set up to promote Shropshire’s wealth of talent in the IT industry has launched a major recruitment drive in an ambitious bid to sign-up every company in the county.

Kevin Davies, who is director of Ludlow-based Mydesign Limited, helped found the West Midlands IT Association’s Shropshire branch to help put the county’s IT businesses firmly on the map – as a ‘cluster’ for home-grown expertise.

WMita, funded by Advantage West Midlands, is a private sector organisation responsible for the development of a credible and thriving IT industry throughout the West Midlands. The Association acts as a single point of contact for companies needing IT products and services.  

Mr Davies launched the Shropshire group – the sixth in the region – two months ago, and is already attracting a lot of attention. Now a drive is under way to maximise that attention and turn it into an increased membership. 

Mr Davies said: “Shropshire has a surprising number of IT companies and there’s huge potential for WMita in the county.  

“The continued growth of WMita demonstrates the value of having a dedicated network of the region’s best IT talent, able to collaborate to provide powerful solutions to the ever-growing IT needs of 21st Century

“IT is viewed differently between areas within the county. People from the Telford region have more practical experience in respect of IT whereas the more rural areas are unaware of the local IT resources and the wealth of talent available.

“WMita can help address that imbalance through initiatives and media exposure to highlight positive alliances between members, maximising local trade and commercial event opportunities.

“The endorsement of smaller companies through the use and promotion of the WMita Quality Mark is also important in a rural area - this will act as reassurance to members customers that they are dealing with highly professional organizations.

And Mr Davies added that a vital role for WMita was to promote county-based expertise further afield.

He said: “Shropshire is as strong a county as any other with an enormous variety of ICT organisations.

“But organisations from outside the county are unaware of the wealth of talent available and would only expect to find the resources within Telford. However I believe through the support of the WMita quality mark smaller companies will benefit from WMita promotion.

A major boost for companies belonging to WMita, is the opportunity to find new work – details of new contracts are posted every week on the wmita.co.uk website for members’ eyes only.

At county levels, there are organised networking and promotional events within the county and there will be opportunities for companies to gain media coverage through WMita collaboration with a PR team. 

Mr Davies added: “As a result of networking with WMita, opportunities to work together arise as organisations become familiar with each others’ core skills and services. My company has worked with other WMita members on several projects to date.

“Benefits of joining WMita in Shropshire are an Increased profile and increased credibility, together with professional advice on a wide range of business and legal issues and the support of a large extremely resourceful organisation.

“We would ideally like every IT organisation within the county to become a member and will be promoting WMita at every opportunity.”

More information about WMita in Shropshire is available from Mr Davies on 01584 856371 or log on to www.wmita.co.uk 

