NEWS RELEASE

IS WEST MIDLANDS WiFi-FRIENDLY AND BROADBAND SAVVY? 

….key ICT issues help secure strong demand for SWITCH 2004 

Small businesses looking to find their way through the IT maze have welcomed the launch of SWITCH 2004, the West Midlands’ premier information technology event. 

Organisers of SWITCH 2004, 24th March at Thinktank, Birmingham, have assembled impressive exhibitors and conference speakers and are delighted with the reaction.  The exhibition is now virtually sold out and demand for conference places is high.

Organised by the West Midlands IT Association (WMita) in association with Business Link and supported by O2, BT and Oracle, SWITCH provides local business with a one-stop-shop for all their IT needs. 

Delegates will be able to attend thought-provoking seminars, see the very latest solutions and services, and access a wide range of IT advice.

SWITCH has a strong regional flavour and brings together some of the West Midlands’ leading IT experts, from both the private and public sectors.

For instance, Ian Binks, BT’s regional general manager, will examine the opportunities available to SMEs through broadband services, while Ian Ewers of Hereford & Worcester Business Link will present practical case studies of broadband applications.

-more-
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David Burden, marketing director of Aseriti, will look at the current situation regarding take-up of wi-fi (wireless) technologies across the region, including the security of wi-fi installations.  Paul Cooper of Open Advantage, the UK’s first vendor neutral open source solutions centre, will outline the key business advantages of open source software.

Access to finance, an essential aspect for any growing business, is addressed in the Financing Business Growth session.  Adrian Walker of RSM Robson Rhodes, Duncan Reid of Pinsents, and Tony Stott of the Advantage Growth Fund will each offer perspectives on how to make businesses “investment ready.”

Other sessions will address the challenges facing companies in terms of collaboration, e-marketing, managing change, improving customer service and securing their business data and computer networks.

Also during SWITCH 2004, BBC Midlands business correspondent, Mark Foster will present certificates to the latest companies to achieve the WMita Quality Award.

To register for SWITCH 2004 or to find out more log on to: www.wmita.co.uk/switch  
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Mark Foster, BBC Midlands Today business correspondent will present WMita Quality Mark Awards at SWITCH.
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The latest companies to achieve the WMita Quality Mark will be presented with their certificates at a special ceremony at SWITCH 2004 at Thinktank on 24th March.  Photograph shows a recent presentation to representatives of (l to r): Adecs, Sound Image, Met, Purple MouseTWF Internet and db Network Cabling.

Notes to Editors:

If you wish to attend SWITCH 2004 or send Editorial representatives, contact Rob Whittington of Whittington PR, Tel: 0121 329 2626, Email: rob@whittingtonpr.co.uk
Interview facilities will be available to the media at the event.

Thinktank is located at the Millennium Point complex in Curzon Street, Birmingham.

Launched with funding from Advantage West Midlands, WMita promotes the growth and development of IT businesses within the West Midlands. 

WMita is a membership organisation and acts as a single point of contact for companies needing IT products and services.   
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