SAM’S BIKING DREAM FULFILLED

A rising star of the motorbike racing world from Stafford is living his dream after securing a new sponsorship deal with a Stoke based IT firm.

When Sam Owens came off his motorbike in 2001 he wondered if he’d ever get back on.  The 21-year-old from Gayton, has since rebuilt his confidence and now has plans to finish in the top eight professional motorcyclists in the world by 2005.

During the 2001 British Motorcycle championship Sam was 20 points off the leader when disaster struck and he crashed his 125cc.  After breaking an ankle, his pelvis, a leg, ribs and a shoulder blade, Sam consequently spent time in intensive care – but this didn’t dampen his enthusiasm for the sport.

“My accident was a real knock to my confidence but I knew I just had to get back on,” said Sam.  “I struggled with fitness for a while but thanks to good physiotherapy and a bit of determination I was soon back on form.  It takes time to rebuild yourself after something like that but you’ve just got to believe that you can do it.”

Sam believes his determination has got him where he is today – despite funding for his passion sometimes being thin on the ground.  Thanks to Premier IT Business Solutions, who are based in Stoke, but whose senior management live in Stafford, Sam is now rebuilding his future – with their financial backing, which is worth a total package of £60,000 strengthening him all the way.

David Chilten director of said: "My first love is motorbikes so when I heard Sam’s story I really admired his spirit and knew we’d have to support him.  After building the business for ten years I felt I wanted to back somebody in the sport and it was just an added bonus that Sam is a local lad from Staffordshire.”

The result of David’s dream to support a talented motorcyclist is a new company called Premier Motor Sports – and with their help Sam hopes to realise his ambitions.  The sponsorship money will go towards a new Honda CBR 600 motorbike, new tyres of which Sam says the top contenders use “nine or ten in a weekend”  and sophisticated technology including a ‘data logger’ which will records such things as Sam’s engine speed and  throttle position.  This data can then be downloaded onto a computer after the race so he can assess how he can improve things in the future.  The money will also be used to develop a stronger image for ‘Team Owens’ in the paddock – adding professional polish with new team clothing and branded equipment.

Sam’s father John Owens is very proud of his son’s achievements to date – and is a big motorbike enthusiast himself.  "Motorbikes were always an interest of mine but when my sons grew up and started beating me in competitions I thought I’d take a back seat!  After being the Mini-Moto champion in 1996 I knew Sam had a future in the sport.  We’re really grateful to Premier for their help because it will allow Sam to have a proper game plan.  Lack of funding has been restrictive in the past but now we can catapult him on to the next level and from when the new season starts in March 2005 we can concentrate on building up his profile within the sport.”

When Sam is not formulating his master plan he is working for his Dad at the Stafford based Summerhouse Garage.  He is very excited about the future – and says the last 12 months has been a ‘learning year’ for him.  “I competed in the Super Sport 600 competition this year and was neck and neck with world class riders.   I just want to learn from the past and go forward into 2005 with a new lease of life.  If all goes to plan then I’ll be right on track for 2006 to be my winning year.”

*For more information or for a photograph please contact Sam or his dad John on 01785 248762. David  Chilten is on 01782 747192.

