NEWS RELEASE

A MUCH NEEDED ICT BOOST TO THE WEST MIDLANDS
West Midlands IT Association Chairman, Peter Verhoeven speaks in support of the initiative 

This timely £24 million Regional E-business Development initiative is very good news to a region that has not yet grasped the full potential of e-business.

We can’t be entirely sure why the West Midlands has been slow off its blocks as far as some E-business issues are concerned - poor Internet connectivity and lack of broadband take up being just two examples - but we have to remember how our key industries have been affected by economic issues that have badly hit investment.

The incorporation of E-Business into existing activities has to come about and I believe it will.  This very positive initiative should be seen in the context of other parallel key developments in the West Midlands.  

One such, is the rapidly growing and influential West Midlands IT Association (WMita) where there exists an exceptional ‘delivery channel’ to ensure that IT-based products and services can be delivered in an efficient and cost effective way to the benefit of the initiative’s targeted audiences. 
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WMita is the main body responsible for the development of a thriving and credible IT industry in the West Midlands and within months of its launch it has grown to represent more than 150 of the region’s finest small and medium sized ICT specialist companies.  The growth and influence continues apace.

A professionally run private sector organisation, backed by Advantage West Midlands, WMita operates across seven clearly defined branches, bringing together the cream of information technology talent on all e-business issues.  From web design, to consultancy, through software services to hardware design and manufacture, WMita is generating more business for its members and the region.

WMita, acts as a single point of contact for companies needing IT products and services.  The Association is also championing high quality ICT Training and is proving itself to be an effective and cohesive force for ICT development.

The Association is also a trailblazer.  Its work on establishing and launching the WMita Quality Mark is creating wide interest, acknowledged well beyond the boundaries of the West Midlands.  

So the challenge to our region is to ensure that we all work together to ensure that the money this e-initiative delivers is used to achieve the objectives set.  It must be carefully targeted and wisely spent, not merely to allow the region to play ‘catch up,’ but to stimulate us to use it as a foundation to fulfil the true potential that e-business offers for our business prosperity.
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Last but not least we must persuade West Midlands’ businesses that ICT investment is neither expensive nor complicated but that ignoring the competitive edge it offers, is suicidal.

To find out more about WMita call on 0121 506 9320 or email info@wmita.co.uk
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