New Staffordshire Chairman Outlines Vision

The newly-elected chairman of a growing Staffordshire professional association for the IT industry has outlined his hopes for the future.

The Staffordshire branch of the West Midlands IT Association currently has 36 members, with a target of 50 by the end of this year.

Alan Eade, director of data storage company DataSave has been appointed as the chairman of its steering committee, which aims to promote the county as a cluster of regional expertise – and give member companies new business opportunities.

Mr Eade has been a key figure in WMita Staffordshire since its inception and a firm believer in the area’s strength in IT.

He said: “WMita’s major role is in finding more work for its member companies. This comes through a variety of means.

“For some, networking opportunities mean they can find partners to forge alliances to ‘pitch’ for bigger contracts. But the association offers much more than networking opportunities.

“We recently welcomed a speaker who can work with smaller firms to secure the chance to gain public sector work, something that many of us have found a constant battle of red tape,” said Alan.

“We also work closely with other agencies to advise our members of developments at the cutting edge of technology. A recent workshop on new ways of developing computer software led to some of our members identifying business opportunities for themselves.”

Another great source of new work for WMita members is its website, www.wmita.co.uk and weekly emails alerting them of new business opportunities.

Other members have gained new clients through publicity made possible by the association, or simply by being contacted by fellow members.

Alan said: “We are currently aiming to recruit new members and I hope anyone who is interested can get in touch to find out more.

“We also provide free training for our members, organise seminars to help grow their businesses or learn about important new legislation and participate in exhibitions.

“We can also help in showing the way to financing opportunities, provide in-roads to universities and other sources of knowledge.

“My hope for the future of WMita in Staffordshire is that it can raise its profile as a strong and well-respected body representing the majority of the IT companies in the county. IT experts are crucial in the success of business as a whole and therefore play a key role in creating the wealth and prosperity of the area. ”

*Anyone wanting to know more about WMita can go to www.wmita.co.uk or ring central office on 0121 506 9320.  
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