
 

 

 
    

The Microsoft Case: 
The IT industry and the Future of EC Competition Law 
 

Friday 16th May 2008 (4:00 – 6:30 pm) 
 
The case: A 2004 Commission Decision and a 2007 Court of First Instance Judgment condemned 
Microsoft for not disclosing interoperability information with its Windows Operating System and bundling 
it with its Media Player. The case required one of the longest Commission investigations, took three 
years to pass judgment, and sparked controversy striking at the very core of issues such as innovation, 
competition, and consumer interest.  On 14th January 2008, the Commission showed that is was willing 
to make the most of the case which favoured it, by formally launching against Microsoft two new 
investigations for similar charges. 
 
The conference: As the newly opened investigations show, Microsoft is a landmark case for both its 
findings and future implications. This conference gathers leading experts from the EC Commission, 
private practice, including those who have been directly involved in the case, as well as from academia. 
Its objective is to provide an insight into the difficult technical and legal context of the case and facilitate 
a discussion of its practical impact on the evolution of EC competition law and intellectual property in 
the IT sector and beyond. 

 

Conference Programme 
 
15:30 ð 16:00 Registration and coffee 
 
16:00 - 16:10 Welcome and introduction Chair: Dr Luca Rubini (IEL, Birmingham Law School) 
Professor Martin Trybus (Director, IEL, Birmingham Law School) 
 
16:10-18:00 Presentations 
Mr Nicholas Banasevic (DG Competition, EC Commission, Brussels) 
Mr Mark Powell (White & Case, Brussels) 
Mr James Flynn QC (Brick Court Chambers, London) 
Professor Steven Anderman (Department of Law, University of Essex) 
Mr Derek Ridyard (RBB Economics, London) 
 
18:00-18:30 Questions and discussion 
 
18:30 ð 19:30 Refreshments 

 



Registration Fees: 
 
 Practitioners:   £65 
 Academics:  £45 
 Students:  £25 
 
The Conference has been accredited for 2 CPD hours by the Bar Standards Board and Solicitors Regulation 
Authority.  To book a place at the Conference please visit www.iel.bham.ac.uk/events/microsoft-may or 
contact Chloe Howell at c.j.howell@bham.ac.uk. 
 
Institute of European Law 

 
The Institute of European Law was established in December 1989 by the University of Birmingham to provide an 
interdisciplinary centre for research on European Law.  Its current director is Professor Martin Trybus. 
 
Biographies of speakers 

 
Mr Nicholas Banasevic is Deputy Head of Unit 
(Information Industries, Internet and Consumer 
Electronics) at DG Competition, European 
Commission.  Since he joined DG Competition in 
2000, he spent the majority of his time on the 
Microsoft investigation where he worked on the 
March 2004 Decision. He continues to work on issues 
relating to the implementation of this Decision. Mr. 
Banasevic has also been involved in a number of 
competition cases concerning standard-setting. 
 
Mr Mark Powell is a partner of White and Case 
(Brussels office).  He advises on all aspects of EC 
competition law.  His practice focuses particularly on 
the interface between competition law and sector-
specific regulatory requirements in areas such as 
energy, telecommunications, transport, 
pharmaceuticals and the media.  Apart from the 
Microsoft case (where he focused on the intellectual 
property aspects), he was involved the first two cases 
establishing the legitimacy of compulsory licensing of 
IP rights, Magill and IMS.  Mr. Powell also handles the 
regulatory clearance of complex mergers and 
acquisitions with a European dimension.  He has 
advised a number of clients involved in cartel 
investigations.  His State aid practice focuses on advice 
to clients in new and candidate EU Member States. He 
is frequently asked to speak at conferences on matters 
relating to his practice areas. 
 
Mr James Flynn QC is a barrister of Brick Court 
Chambers (London and Brussels). He advises on 
European, competition and public and administrative 
law where his expertise is broadly recognised.  Among 
others, he has been involved in the Microsoft case as 
well as in Akzo (legal professional privilege in EC 
competition cases), Crehan (damages in competition 
law), Freeserve (retail ADSL services) and IBB 
(regulation in the insurance sector) which led to the 
first final judgment of the Competition Appeal 

Tribunal in 2001. James also worked at Linklaters, 
becoming partner of their Brussels office, and served as 
legal secretary to Advocate General and Judge Gordon 
Slynn (currently Lord Slynn of Hadley) at the European 
Court of Justice, Luxembourg.  He is a regular speaker 
at conferences and contributor in journals and books in 
the areas of EU and competition law. 
 
Steven Anderman is Professor of Law at Essex 
University.  His research interests include European 
Competition, Commercial and Labour law, with a 
special interest in the interface between Intellectual 
Property and Competition, and he has widely lectured 
and published in the area. Recent speaking 
commitments on Microsoft have included Oxford 
University, Stockholm and Rome. He has published for 
Oxford University Press EC Competition Law and 
Intellectual Property Rights: The Regulation of Innovation (1998) 
and Technology Transfer and the New EU Competition Rules 
(2006). Steven has worked as Expert on Competition 
Law for the Economic and Sociual Committee of the 
EU since 1984 and has advised both the Singapore 
(2004) and Chinese (2007) Governments on the IP 
consequences of their competition laws. 
 
Mr Derek Ridyard has 20 yearsõ experience as a 
consultant on the economics of competition law, prior 
to which he worked as an economist in the Office of 
Fair Trading in London. He has worked on assignments 
for clients involved in some of the leading competition 
law cases in Europe, and has acted in competition law 
proceedings across a wide and diverse range of 
industries including computer software.  Derek has 
published numerous articles on subjects on competition 
law and intellectual property, and is a regular speaker at 
competition law conferences. He is a member of the 
editorial board of the European Competition Law 
Review, and of the Scientific Committee of the Global 
Competition Law Centre, a leading research centre at 
the College of Europe, Bruges. 


