MEDIA RELEASE

An IT company which started a fast Internet service for businesses in a market town in Herefordshire have called for a grant scheme be set up that would make the service affordable for domestic users.

Dimension Graphics Limited at Hergest Mill, Kington, who joined the West Midlands IT Association (WMita) earlier this year, was the driving force behind setting up Kington Community Broadband.

Around a dozen companies and people working from home in Kington and the surrounding villages of Shobdon and Marston have already signed up to the broadband service. New subscribers are joining every week.

Using wireless technology to connect remote subscribers to the Internet was only made possible by subscribers gaining awards from RABBIT – Remote Area Broadband Inclusion Trial.

David Woodnutt, Technical Director at Dimension Graphics Limited, said there should be a similar scheme to provide grants for domestic users in remote areas who want broadband.

“The RABBIT scheme has been invaluable,” he said. “It has turned something that was totally uneconomical into a viable project because they award between £400 and £700 to approved business subscribers.

“The really sad thing is that we’re now in a position to supply an affordable broadband service to domestic customers in a 200 sq mile area around Kington but we can’t do it because the installation costs are too high.

“Although the Government say they want everybody to have broadband in rural areas, they need to come forward with a scheme like RABBIT which will give grants to make the service economical and accessible to everybody, not just those living close to an enabled exchange.”

David, whose company is a member of the Hereford and Worcester branch of WMita, added: “We are an IT company and we absolutely depend on Internet access. Before we had broadband it was getting to the point where our business was suffering.

“We came up with this idea of sharing a connection with other businesses. It has been very successful as a project in its own right and I am sure the subscribers are very happy with it.”

Ian Pugh, chairman of the Hereford and Worcester branch of WMita, said businesses in rural areas throughout the region needed to be connected to a broadband system which was reliable and economical.

He said: “It is vital for every company to have fast access to the Internet and businesses in Kington should be applauded for supporting each other in this initiative.

“Starting a scheme to make broadband accessible to domestic users in rural areas must be looked at by the Government in the near future.”

For further information, contact David Woodnutt on 01544 231887 or email enquiries@firstmile.co.uk
